VISITATION © 


By way of 


E CLA RA TION 


UNTO. 
The Manifeſtation of the ſpirit in 


" you Rulers and Heads of theſe Nations, both 
Parliament, Officers, and Souldiers, that are in 


Arms and Authority to do Service fcr the 
Common-Wealth outward]y, 


Amongſt whom [ formerly have had my Converſation 
about thirteen or fourteen years, and with many of 
them I have often engaged againſt the Enemies of 
the Peace and Liberties of rhe honeſt people of 
theſe Nations, and thar ſome of the old 
Officers and Souldiers may very 
well remember, 


— — 


Phat ailed thee , O thou Sea, that thou fleddeſt ? thou lordax, that thou waſt 


driven back? ye Mountains, that ye Shipped the Rams ? azd yelittle hills like 


Lambs ? Pſal.x 14.5,6, 

Vas it not bccanſe of the dreadful preſence of the Almighty, who hath ſaid of 
o!d unts bus people, I will reſtore thy Iudges as at the firſt,and thy Counſellors as at 
tbe beginnings afterward thou ſhalt beealled the City of Rigbteouſaeſs, the faiths 
ful City, Iſa-1.26, 


————— 


From a true Lover of your ſouls, that loves to do Juſtice, and 
all that join with them, known unto the children of men by 
this Name, foſeph Fuce. 
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A Viſitation by way of Declaration nts 
the manifeſtation of the Spirit in you 
Rulers and Heads of theſs-FErts 
tions, &C. 
Library. 
ceo fit 


H ye wiſe ones of the earth! ( that arein hap 
liament) lend your ears, and hear in thiSWSaaye 


Friends Leference 


tation, Luke 19.44. and benot lifted up in pridvF 


an 
bitterneſs of ſpirit againſt the Lords Heritage, which the prou w:- 


and lofty Rulers, and envious Magiſtrates hath oppreſſed grievoufly,as you 
your {clyes may very well know, & conſider what hath been their pretence 
and what hath been their reward in the end: Haye they notbcen overturn. 
cd, broken, and ſcattered as the chafte before the winde 2 And had this 
bhappencd a great while ago, inanother Age,ora faroff in Forreign Coun- 
treys , then had there been more neceſlity for me to have ſpoken 
more larger of what hath been attcd by them, and what hath happened un- 
to them; but you that are not wilful and blind, have your own ſelves both 
ſeen and heard of their moſt unjuſt and unreaſonable cruelty which they 
have acted, cſpeciallyupon thoſe deſpiſed People which live godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus, although others ( thatare not according to their minds ) hath not 
altogether eſcaped their wicked Decrees: Therefore in the pure fear of the 
| Lord I exhort you that are more tender-hearted , and do feelingly know 
what they have done, that you take heed thatnone creep in among you 
to corrupt you, but conſider truly and honeſtly, fo as to let thoſe things 
which hath been done by them, and that which came upon them, befor ex- 
amples unto you, 1 Cor.10.6.ſo that you may by no means be perſwaded to 
do as they have done, neither to ſuffer that to ſtand which the Papiſts of old, 
& the opprefſors of late hath ſetup, which is contrazy to the will of God,8e 
the publike good of the Common-\ealth; for becauſe of theſe, and ſucta 
things, the Lords hand was againſt them, to cut off ſome of the chiefe of 
them, and to give the other up to be ſcattered asthe ſmall duſt of the earth 
beſore the winde; therefore you that are in their places, liſten alittle z and 
incline your ears to hear the voice of the juſt, and your hearts to under- 
ſtand, ye Heads of theſe Nations, for unto you I write in obedience to the 
ſpirit, and in loye to your ſouls, you are all to be turned in unto the mani- 
ſeftation of the ſpirit which is given to every man to profit withall, 1 Core 
12.7. and ſo all to learn of it howto perform and bring to paſs the good 
works which many hath promiſed to do, but hath not perſormed them, be= 
cauſe they took counſel, and not of the Lord, 7/a.30. and went out fronr 
the manifeſtation of the ſpirit in them, which is light, and deſpiſed it's re- 
proof, and ſo hated the inſtruftien of the juſt within, and took counſel tos 


eether, with the chief pricſis, ( a8 the phariſecs did } witkputzin darknelss 
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andthe priefts being of ſo many opinions, andin fo much confufion and 
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- a work which proud Hammen didg Efth. 2+ And Hammons proyd, envious 


oppolition one againſt another , but all in darkneſs : And the people that 
know no other Preacher but the Prieſts, they are all like the prieſts, for the 
prieſt; have taught them fo to be, for ſo the leaders of the people hath cau- 
{cd them to err, /er.23.And thepeople(by the inſftruftions of the prieſts)hath 
made choice of men of ſeveral opinions unfit to fit in Parliament, yet ſuch 
have for atime fate as members iaParliament,&others that hath meant wel, 
that are not taug\t by the priefts, they have made choice of ſuch as would 
have done thatwhich the Lord requireth, which is,to undo the heayyburdens, 
and let the oppreſſed go free: 7ſ2.58.6. So ſome were for taking off oppreſ- 
fion, and others for laying it on, and when thefe came together, there were 
divilions among themſelves, ſome for that which was right, and others for 
that which was wrong, and the puiefts party (made up with many Lawyers) 
baino the greater in number, as you your ſelves ysry well know, that they 
that would have done good, knew not how to perform it becauſe of evil- 
doers which did oppoſe them ; andif there be ſuch among you, they will 
hinder youif they be not removedin time; And therefore I warn you 
who arc in Authority, that you may not take counſel of the many prieſts, 
to be deceived by them,if they ſhould do as they have donegthat is,to come 
bowing and crouching with flattering titles, from their lying lips, and de- 
ceitful hearts, and with their feigned Petitiores , which they call Humble: 
And this hath been their manner of creeping (unawares) into the hearts 
and affe&ions of Parliament-Men, and others, to draw their minds from 
the pure priaciple of God in them, which ſhould have taught them to have 
been of one mind, and ſo to have proceeded , to the glory of God, and 
for the publike goed of the Nation, according to the will of God; and 
this are ye witneiſes of : Therefore all you that are of ſuch a noble mind, 
co dojuttice, and rolove mercy, and walk humbly with God, Mich. 6. $. 
{Mark] you mutt all eake counſel rogether of the Lord, and fo come tobe 
all caught by one Teacher within you all, that ſo you may come all ro ſtand 
fegether in the Counſel of the Lord, who hath given the manifeſtition of 
the Spirit to eyery one of you to profit withall, and all that profit with the 
manifeſtation of the ſpirit {which is light) they muſt owne that to be their 
Teacher, to teach them how to caſt off every weight and burden, and the 
fin that doth fo ealily beſet them, that ſo the ſeed in every particular may 
£0 free. Now you mult of neceſſity be turned unto the light of Chriſtin 
you, before you can ſee or kaow what doth oppreſs, and what is oppreſſed 
2n every particular; and I ſay unto you as Paul ſaid unto the Rewans, That 
which may beknown of God, is manifeſted in you; Rom 1.19. and therefore you 
areto come unto a teacher yithin you, which would teach every one how 
ro caſt off the works of darkneſs, and to puton the Armour of light, Rom. 
13.12.Mark,Pride is a work of darkneſs, leve ef the honor and glory of the 
world, coyetouſneſs, and (elf-private ends, are works of darkneſs, and the 
groundfrom whence ſuch things doth arife, doth oppreſsthe ſeed, & is cug- 
ſed whereſoeverit is Randing, & the beam is to be caft out of your own eye 
firſt, before you can ſee clearly how to pull the mete out of your brethrens 
£ye3; and do not ſeck honor one of another unto your ſelycs, for that was 
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nature hath much appeared in theſe our dayes,unto the prievolts oppteſling . 
of the Lords people; but ſuch opprefſors the Lord hath, and will bring into 
contempt, and fo dichonor them ; but ſuck as truly ſear the Lord, and are 
for the exalting of his truth in themſelves, and in others, ſuchthe Lord wil 
honour, for they hall tit together with Chriſt at his right hand, where is 
joy and pleaſures forever-more: And ſuch as are Heires of this great and 
everlaiting Honor, they have no nced of the leffſer Honor, which will va- 
ith away in a moment, when everlaſting reproach and contempt cometh 
upon them: Andif youreceive him whom God hath ſent to be a Leader 
and Teacher unto his people, for to lead and teach you how to walk and a&& 
according to the Law of God, which is light, then you will not need the 
counſel of the blind leaders, the Hireling-priefts ; for ye your ſelves know 
the counſel of the prieſts hath led the people into ſo much confuſion and 
diviſion, that they could not ſtand, and fo thoſe words of Chriſt are ſulfil- | 
led, which faith, £ houſe divided againſt it ſelf , that houſe cannot ſtand, Mark } {| 
3-25. And ſoof a trath, if you ſhou'd take counſel of the many prieſts ta il 
be divided, you muſt notthink co ſtand : Therefore in obedience unto the | 
everlaſting truth, and inlove unto your ſouls doI write unto you, that your 
may be all warnedin time, to own the onely true teacher within you, which 
15 Chrift the light,and believe in him for ſtrength and ſalyation, ſo may you Fi | 
come to beall of one heart, and of one foul, as the multitude were, and 359 
ace, that did, and do belieye in the light, and ſo may you be made both able US | |! 
and willing to proceed and go on together, doing that which is good, and | 
undoing that which is evil, tearing the Lord, and hating covetouſneſs; and 
fear not men, but fear the Lord, and look unto him for ſalvation, and wait | 
upon him to haye your ſtrength renewed, for his Arm is ſtretched forth, 
and revealed to uphold thoſe that walk in hislight, to his own praiſe and 
glory, who is God over all blefſed for ever. | 
To all the valiant Officers and Souldiers, ſmall and great, amongſt whom jj 
I was for many years, a private ſouldicr, Corporal, and Serjeant, in the | 
time of the late wars, and now in the bowels of loye, and in obþ2dicnce i 
unto the ſpirit do I write unto you , that the noble principle or witneſs of i 
God in you may be the more ſtirred up , and you the more brought down if 
unto it, that with the light (which 1s the noble principle, you may ſec howg i 
tender and low in heart ſome of you were in the time of the wars, when i 
you did fear the Lord, and met together, and were in diſtreſs as to the out- | 
ward, then did the Lord cauſe his bleſſings to fall upon many of the Army, 
as the dew upon the tender graſs, whereby they were refreſhed and treng- 
thened inheartwith boldneis to go on againfttheir enemies without, whick 
the Lord gave into your hands becauſe of their abominations; and not one- {i 
ly ſo, but ſome of you did ſeperate your ſelves from the pricſts and their 8 
Churches, the Papifts old Maſs-Houſes, and from pleaſures and ſpertin 
your ſelves, and from riotting in the day-time of your afflictions, and di 
humble your (elyes, and keep many dayes of Humiliation, then was there 
a pure principle of God ſtirring amongſt you , moving your hearts to pitty . 
the oppreſſed, and to viſit the moſt honeſt people that were prieved and af- 
fat:diathe Countieys where you came , becauſe of the abominable _ 
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Iatry which was ſetup in the Nations, and many of the honeſt people did. 
mvch affe& you, and did afſit you with ſuch things as they hadfor your 
ſervice, and then was there good intentiors and delires ſtirred up in many, 
and preat and fair promiſes were made what ſhould be done 1t the Lord 
would but give you the victory over your enemies which were arms againſt 
you; and Engagements were propounded and taken, and many did often 
ſcekthe Lord (as they calledit )by praying and promiling unto God what 
they would be, and what they would do, if he would but ſtretch forth a fin» 
ger of his mighty hand, or but make known a little of his great and unex- 
preſſible power, whereby their enemies might be overturned; and many 
ſuch like exprefiions were uſed, ſometimes with tears vows were made unta 
the Lord, inſomuch that the Lord did hear and an{wer, (for his own ſeed's 
ſake, which groaned earneſtly in many of you to be delivered) and when 
you were very low in ſtrength and number as to outward appearance, and 
your enemies great and many: [mark] even then amongft you did the Lord 
ariſe, and make known himſelf to be a mighty God of War, Exed. 15. 3. 
and by his dreadful power overturned and fcattered your Enemies, and not 
onely fo, but alſo kept many of you ſafe; and at the laſt after the fall of ma- 
ny thouſands, ſome on the one {ide, and ſome onthe other , even then did 
the Lord bring you again forth of the battels by the ſtrength of his own 
Arm, by which he preſerved you when many were cut off, and deſtroyed; 
and whenhe the Lord of Hoſts had appeared fo wonderfully for us, againſt 
our Enemies, that their greatnumbers were cutoff and ſcattered, and fled 
into other Iffands, Caſtles, and Holes , and then they thought no placc 
rong enough for them, their hearts were ſo diſmayed: Andwhen the Lord 
Had done this Work which was fo great and wonderſul , then the well. affe- 
Red people looked for ſomething to be done, but very little or nothing was 
effeed; but then there might have been excuſes made, becauſe of corrupt 
members in the Army, and an Houſe of Lords to hinder both Army and 
Parliament, & they roſe up againſt the Armyzbut you may very wel remem- 
ber how the Officers of the Army joyned and condeſcended to the private 
ſouldic:s, and ro men of low degree, to join together; and Apitators were 
choſen, as well of private Souldiers,as Officers; and then there was a great 
cry againſt oppreſſion, and engaging one another againſt a King or Houſe of 
Lords,and at randezyouz's there were great outcryes for )uftice,with a great 
ſhouting, ſaying one and all, ]»ice, Juſtice; but when the Houſe of Lords 
were diffolycd, and the King beheaded,and all oppoſers ofthe work. which 
you promiſed to do) were fabdued to outward appearance : now take no- 
tice what hindered the Parliament and Army then, that they could not do 
the work which they had vowed, promiſed, and engaged(both unto God, 
and the well-afſetted people intheſe Nations) for to do?T thall make menti- 
on of ſome of the chief particulars: Some ofthe chief Officers of the Army 
they loy'd to be honoured by men. others they coycted to be rich, and 0- 
thers they went into pleaſures, as Hunting , Bowling, and ſporting them- 
ſelves in the day time , when they thould have paid their vows unto the 
Lord, by fulfilling thejr promiſes; and others into careleſneſs and eaſe in 
thy fleſbly mind, others into epprefſiop, tajking of reformation, and ſeek- 
| In y 
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fit, as the phariſces d1d,to have the praiſe of men: And others were turned 
junto a meaſure of the true light in their conſciences, and bore'a teſtimony 
for the Lord againf evil doings; and moſt of us came out, and were turned 
out from among you for the truth's ſake, when we had finithed , and iyere 
finiſhing our teſtimony : And ſo you may ſee your foes were thei of your 
own hearts at the laſt ; and in that time the Parliament lent their ears unto 
the prieſts that ſought their gain from their quarter , that came flatterins 
with their Petitions for Augmentations, becauſe they are greedy, and never 
haye enough, 7/a.56. 11. And the Parliament were fo deceived by theic 
good words and fair ſpecches , that they went from their work, which was 
to do juſtice in taking off oppreſſion, and in their dark minds ſer themſelves 
to grope after Religion, thinking to ſectle that without man, which the 
Lord by his power alone ſetleth in the hearts of his people; but thereabour 
the Parliament fate a long time dreaming, until Oliver Cromwe! turned 
them outof the Houſe: And thus they were deceived by the ſubtilty of the 
Serpent , which hearkened unto the prieſts. And after there was another 
Parliament which did begia as if they would have done ſomething for the 
Common-Wealth; for they began to conſider the great oppreſſion of tythes 
which the Popes power cauſed to be taken from the people unjuſtly, ro up- 
hold theirunrighteous Worlhip. But you may remember very well how 
the prieſts did flock tegether, and ride, and run, and ſo beſtirred themſelves 
with their flattering titles, and their deceit unto the Rulers, fearing gieatly 
they ſhould looſe the inheritance which the Pope their Father in the time 
of popery, moſt unjuſtly took from the people, and gaye unto the Jeſuits, 
and ſo tythes came unto theſe prieſts that are of the Popes tock : Butthoſe 
childrenof the Romish Whore (the falſe Church) did fo prevail with the 
Rulers, that they got that Parliament ſuddenly turned forth, and then there 
were inventionsto ſtrengthen the old papifts Laws by which the Lords peo- 
plc hath been grievouſly oppreſſed; for ſome of the prieſts hath taken near 
xen times as muchas is their due according to the Popes allowance at 
the fir ; yet the prieſts were not ſatisfied, but fill thirſed after blood. And 
laſtly, there was a Parliament to be choſen, and then the prieſts ftirred a- 
gain exceedingly, crying, when men were mentioned to fit in Parliament, 
Are they fortythes? So thatif the honeſt people had made mention of mo- 
derate men, they could not chuſe ſuch in many places, becauſe the multi- 
rude thatfollow the prieſts were the moſt in number,and ſo chuſed the grea- 
eter part of the Members which ſome thought they would have ſatisfied 
the prieſts thirſt with blood, and they proceed not onely to oppreſs the 
Lords people called Quakers, but they ſought to opprels all others that dif- 
fered from them,both Army,and all well-affefted people thereunto belong- 
ing, and then in due time were they diicovered unto you that did return 
the eyes of your minds in alittle unto that nvble principle which did once 
ſir you up againft perſecution for conſcience-ſake , and that did manifeſt 
unto you yourunfaichfulneſsin not performing what you hzgd promiſed ts 
do , and ſome of you didmakea pretty honeſt confeſſion, although others 
might oppolec you in that thing, as they have done in other things that were 
heart; But confder, had you dons before what you have begun,and now 
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* . pretend to do; then could not you and many others haye ſcet), not ſcarce} 
Rave Believed that the prieſts and their Chief followers had been ſuch 3 
cruel oppreſiing tyrants, and blood-thirſty enes, 'as they have manifeſted , 
themſelves to be, that now you may ſay when any pleadeth for them , By | 
their fruits we know them, whatever any ſay of them. And again take notices 
Would many have believed that God wouldhave manifeſted his power ſa 
wonderfully in theſe dayes to upheld his lictle flock ſo patiently and wile? 
lingly to follow his Son in ſuffering ſuch grievous things as hath been laid 
upon them totry themfor Chriſts Naine ſake, who is the Captain of ur ſal- 
vatio?&therefore do we follow kim in the regeneration,who is the true light” 
chat lizhtech every man that cometh into the world; and with the light of 
Chritin your conſciences, you may all ſee I have notſpoken very much of' 
thoſe things which hath happened ance our engaging at the firſt againſt ey- 
rants and opprefſors of the godlieſt people in thoſe dayes, for conſcience»! 
fake; butalthough I have but hintedor ſpoken of ſome of the divers ap-' 
pearances of that old perſecuting ſpirit which hath of late appeared under 
1» many fairpretences of Religion and Reformation, yerT hope you will 
fihd it to He enough to anſwer the witneſs in you , which will ſew you the 
truth of this ſhore Declaration and Exhortation in love to your fouls, 
fo that whenyou are tempted to do as they have done, you may not be ig- 
norantof the evil. and what will follow unto you as well as unto them, if 
you do as they have done; and be you aflured, the tempter will comeunto 
you more ſubtilly then eyer, to tempt you; but the light in the conſcience 
1s ſufficient for to diſcover and make manifeſt all temptations both withoue 
and within you, as your minds are kept unto the true light, and exerciſed 
by ir, for that doth lead into lowlineſ'of mind, and intoloye and tender- 
heartednefs, and ſo you may come to profit with the manifeſtation of the 
ſpirit, which is given unto you for that end, r Cor. 12.7. anddwellinthe 
Love which God hath ſhed abroad in you r hearts , forhe that dyelleth ia 
love, dwelleth in God, who is the habitation of Juſtice, Zey.50.7. And now 
my Friends, both Parliament and Officers of thc Army, in whoſe hearts 
itis to do [uftice, love Mercy,&to walk humbly with your God, the day of 
of your tryal once more is come, and an opportunity is put into your hands 
to try you once more whether you will endeavour to pleaſe God, or min, 
and whether you will a& according to the will of God, or men: 
And thusthe Lord is trying of you whether you will falfil the Promiles: 
Vows and Covenants which you made formerly unto him when you were 
Zow and in digreſs, and this the Lord is doing before he utterly cuts'you'off 
from the land of the living, and caſt you out into outer darkneſs, and ſeal 
you down into the pit with the wicked for ever. Therefore be all awaken- 
ed, and come all unto the light in you, oreclſe ye cannot be of one miad; 
for he hath ſaid, Withou: me yecan d» nothing, Tobn 15.5. But all that owns 
Him to be their Leader, they com: to walk in the counſel of the Lord, and 
ro ſtand in thaway of his judzements, which are juſt and rue, and righte= 
ous altogether. And fo the Lord dire& you by the manifeſtation of his ſpi- 
tit, to do that which is well-ptealing unto him, that the foul, which is im- 
mortal, may find ref at the lad, forevermore, Erom a lover of rruc Judges 
Mgt and Mercy, | Joſeph Fuce, 
| THE END. OY 


